
Dr. Darold Treffert
(1933 - 2020) RIP

From a c ros s  the globe I gr iev e the los s  of world 
renowned Dr. Da rold Treffert. His  work  is  a  lega c y  for  us  
a ll. I a m s o gra teful to ha v e ha d him ta k e pa r t in the life 
of my  fa mily . Dr. Treffert nurtured, s upported a nd 
s trengthened my  belief in my  s on Ping L ia n Yea k 's  
c a pa bilities . 

“ Initia lly , I bec a me s o ins pired through rea ding a bout 
s a v a nt s y ndrome from y our  (Dr. Treffert’s ) webs ite! … 
L a ter, I ga ined s o muc h more k nowledge a bout s a v a nt 
s y ndrome through rea ding y our  book   “Ex tr a ordina r y  
People: Unders ta nding the Sa v a nt Sy ndrome”. Then, I 
ema iled y ou… a nd the journey  of y ou a nd Ping L ia n 
bega n a nd a ls o indirec tly , through y ou I got to k now Dr. 
Ros a  C. Ma rtinez …”

Dr. Treffert a nd Dr. Ros a ’s  fa ith in Ping L ia n’s  ta lent a nd 
my  own per s ona l ex per ienc es  a nd journey  with God 
s us ta ined my  fa ith in Ping L ia n’s  ta lent a nd my  
per s ev era nc e in s upporting Ping L ia n in his  Artis tic  
J ourney ! Dr. Treffert a nd Dr. Ros a  a re the two per s ons  
who c ontinua lly  wa lk ed this  journey  c los ely  with Ping 
L ia n a nd I; s inc e the fi r s t da y  they  k new us . Ping L ia n 
wa s  only  10 y ea r s  old, a nd he is  now 27! They  ha v e 
nev er  s topped wa lk ing with me in s upporting Ping 
L ia n’s  J ourney .  

Dr. Treffert, is  a n a ma z ing, k ind a nd humble per s on. He 
is  a  legend. He will be grea tly  mis s ed by  s o ma ny  
a round the world. Ping L ia n a nd I will grea tly  mis s  his  
genuine a nd infi nite pa s s ion for  a ll people. 

Dr. Treffert s upported me, guided me, s ha red his  
k nowledge a nd his  ex per ienc e a nd enc oura ged me, 
from the time we were liv ing in Ma la y s ia  on to our  time 
in Sy dney . Without this  c ontinuous  s upport, guida nc e 
a nd enc oura gement from Dr. Treffert a nd Dr. Ros a ; 
deep in my  hea r t, I k now tha t I would nev er  ha v e s o 
s trongly  a pproa c hed my  s on’s  dis a bility  from a  
s trengths  point of v iew a nd Ping L ia n would not ha v e 
a c hiev ed the merits  he ha s  a c hiev ed in his  a r tis tic  
journey      www.pinglia n.c om. 
Dr. Treffert a nd Dr. Ros a  ha v e been my  bes t mentor s ! 

“ Tha nk  y ou Dr. Treffert! You ha v e c ontr ibuted in ma k ing a  grea t differenc e in 
Ping L ia n’s  life a nd indirec tly  in the liv es  of my  fa mily !”

https :/ /www.fdlreporter.c om/ s tor y /news /2020/12/14/ fond-du-la c s -dr-da rold-treff
ert-lea v es -lega c y -work -in-s a v a nt-s y ndrome-a utis m-dis order s /6546052002/

“ Tha nk  y ou Dr. Treffert for  lea v ing behind the inc redible lega c y  of y our  
res ea rc h a nd k nowledge in Autis m Spec trum, Hy per lex ia  a nd Sa v a nt 
Sy ndrome. People throughout the world will c ontinue to be benefi t from y our  
dedic a tion a nd ha rdwork  in thes e fi elds . I will a ls o ma k e s ure to c ontinue to 
s ha re y our  goodnes s  a nd y our  lega c y  from the other  s ide of the globe.”

A tribute to 

My  deepes t c ondolenc es  to the T reffert fa mily .
Ma y  God giv e y ou c omfort a nd s trength. God bles s !!

Sa r a h SH L ee - Ping L ia n Yea k ’s  mother  - Dec  2020
www.pinglia n.c om

# 19201 Dr. Darold Treffert (oil on canvas )
Painted by Ping L ian Yeak in 2019

#19202 Dr. Darold Treffert (ink on paper)
Painted by Ping L ian Yeak in 2019

T hes e portraits  of Dr. Darold T reffert were painted by Ping L ian in 2019
to acknowledge his  immens e contribution to the unders tanding of autis m s pec trum, 

Hyperlaxia and s avant s yndrome.

https://www.fdlreporter.com/story/news/2020/12/14/fond-du-lacs-dr-darold-treffert-leaves-legacy-work-in-savant-syndrome-autism-disorders/6546052002/
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